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CANADIANS  SPEED  UP  AUCTION  MARKETING  OF 
TOBACCO;     PRICE  STRENGTHENS 

Recent  agreements  between  the  Ontario  Flue-Cured  Tobacco  Growers' 
Marketing  Board  and  tobacco  buyers  provide  for  faster  movement  of  tobacco 
through  auction  warehouses  in  Tillsonburg,  Aylmer,  and  Delhi,  Ontario. 

Tobacco  is  now  being  sold  in  larger  units  under  the  Dutch-Clock 
auction  system.     On  January  20,  the  number  of  bales  on  a  pallet  was 
increased  from  10  (about  65  pounds  each)  up  to  30.    On  January  20,  21, 
and  22,  total  sales  were  about  5  million  pounds --as  much  as  a  full  week's 
sales  under  the  10-bale  limit. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  January  20-22  averaged  hk .5  (Canadian) 
cents  per  pound.     Through  January  22,  season  total  auction  sales  were 
about  19  million  pounds,  averaging  approximately  U3.5  Canadian  cents  per 
pound.    Sales  on  January  20  and  21  averaged  about  k  Canadian  cents  per 
pound  higher  than  the  average  for  the  first  3  weeks  of  the  marketing  season. 

The  placing  of  30  bales  on  a  pallet  was  inaugurated  after  a  long 
series  of  meetings  between  tobacco -buying  companies,  the  Ontario  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  and  the  Ontario  Flue-Cured  Tobacco  Growers'  Marketing 
Board.    The  latter  was  established  June  1957  under  the  authority  of  the 
Ontario  Farm  Products  Marketing  Act.    A  February  15  deadline  has  been  set 
for  agreement  between  the  Marketing  Board  and  the  tobacco  companies  on  an 
average  minimum  price  for  the  1958  crop. 

THAILAND  EXPERIMENTS  WITH  PRODUCTION 
OF  ORIENTAL  TOBACCO 

The  Tobacco  Monopoly  of  Thailand  is  experimenting  with  production  of 
oriental  tobacco.    About  7>000  pounds  were  grown  in  1957-  Monopoly 
officials  believe  that  with  Thailand's  cheap  labor,  plentiful  land,  and 
favorable  climate,  commercial  quantities  can  be  produced. 

INDONESIANS  TAKE  OVER 
DUTCH  TOBACCO  ESTATES 

All  Dutch  estates  (plantations),  including  those  producing  tobacco, 
have  been  taken  over  by  the  Indonesian  Government.    The  government  has 
indicated  that  overall  management  of  the  estates  will  be  handled  by  a 
special  section  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  while  field  management 
will  be  left  to  Indonesians  who  worked  on  the  plantations  under  Dutch 
direction.     Indonesian  officials  have  stated  that  the  government  had  to 
take  control  of  the  Dutch  estates  to  ensure  orderly  operations  after 
Dutch  managers  and  personnel  left  the  country. 

Importers  of  Indonesian  tobacco  from  these  areas,  especially  of 
Sumatran  cigar  wrapper,  are  concerned  about  future  export  arrangements 
and  quality  of  leaf . 
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BELGIAN  LEAF  TOBACCO 
IMPORTS  UP  12.3  PERCENT 

Belgian  manufacturers  imported  27.7  million  pounds  of  unmanufactured 
tobacco  in  the  first  6  months  of  1957 •    This  was  12.3  percent  more  than 
imports  of  2k. 6  million  in  the  same  period  of  1956. 

Takings  from  all  sources  except  the  United  States,  Greece,  and 
Indonesia  were  up  from  January- June  1956  levels.    Imports  from  the  United 
States,  the  principal  supplier,  were  about  7  percent  below  January-June 
1956  imports  of  10.3  million  pounds.    The  U.S.  percentage  share  of  the 
Belgian  market  continues  to  decline  due  to  rising  prices  of  U.S.  grades 
purchased  by  Belgian  manufacturers. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    Belgium,  imports  by  country  of  origin, 
January-June  1956  and  1957,         percent  change 


Country  of  origin 

:  January- June 
•  1956 

•  January -June 

;  1957 

\  Percent  change 
',  from  January- 
',      June  1956 

■  1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

■  Percent 

10,316 
• • •  888 
••:        1,228  ; 
. . :  98^ 

":  1,823 

1,638  = 

. . :  509 

2/  = 
..:         6,512  : 

9,587 

1,^33 
:  1,120 

73^ 
2,153 
1,98+ 
1,012  ! 

826  ' 
2,052  : 
6,781  : 

:  -7.1 

:  +61.+ 
-9.8 
-25.lt 

:  +18.1 
+21.1 
+36.+ 
+62.3 

27,682 

+12.3 

l/  Reexports.    2/  If  any,  included  in  other. 


Source:    Bulletin  mensuel  du  commerce  exterieur  de  1 'Union  Economique 
Belgo -luxembour geo ise ,  June  1957. 

Imports  of  oriental  and  non-U. S.  flue-cured  tobaccos  were  substantially 
larger  than  for  January-June  1956.    Stepped-up  takings  of  Greek  leaf  more 
than  offset  a  decline  in  imports  from  Turkey.    Imports  from  India  and  the 
Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  also  were  significantly  larger  than 
for  the  first  6  months  of  1956.    Imports  of  cigar  leaf,  principally  from 
Indonesia,  Brazil,  the  Philippines,  and  the  Dominican  Republic,  were  about 
10  percent  greater  than  for  January-June  1956. 
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Average  reported  prices  paid  by  Belgian  manufacturers  for  unstemmed 
leaf  tobacco  from  various  countries,  in  terms  of  U.  S.  cents  per  pound, 
during  January-June  1957  were:    Dominican  Republic --23 .1+;  Federation  of 
Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland--29 . 3 ;  Brazil--30 . 3 j  Greece--33 .8;  Turkey- -U3 .2; 
United  States --^.5;  and  Indonesia- -107 '8 . 

RENEWED  CUBAN -BRITISH  TRADE 
AGREEMENT  INCLUDES  TOBACCO 

The  Trade  Agreement  of  December  18,  1953,  between  Cuba  and  the  United 
Kingdom  was  extended  through  December  31*  1958,  by  an  exchange  of  notes  in 
London  on  January  2,  1958.  The  U.K.  quota  for  Cuban  tobacco  was  reportedly 
increased,  but  the  amount  was  not  reported.  Cuban  exports  of  leaf  tobacco 
and  cigars  to  the  United  Kingdom  during  195^-5^  averaged  23,000  pounds  and 
U.3  million  pieces,  respectively. 

NEW  SWEDISH -CUBAN  TRADE 
AGREEMENT  INCLUDES  TOBACCO 

A  new  trade  agreement  between  Sweden  and  Cuba  was  signed  in  Havana  on 
December  20,  1957-    The  new  agreement  is  valid  through  December  27,  i960, 
and  includes  Cuban  tobacco  as  one  of  the  items  available  for  export  in 
exchange  for  Swedish  goods.    Sweden's  imports  of  Cuban  leaf  tobacco  during 
1955  and  1956  amounted  to  216,000  and  185,000  pounds,  respectively. 

CANADIAN  CIGARETTE  AND  CIGAR 
CONSUMPTION  SETS  NEW  RECORDS 

Consumption  of  tobacco  products  in  Canada,  as  indicated  by  tax-paid 
withdrawals,  continued  upward  through  calendar  year  1957*  Cigarette 
consumption  amounted  to  30.2  billion  pieces,  compared  with  27. 0  billion 
in  1956.    The  increase  of  3*2  billion  pieces  in  1957  over  1956  was 
identical  to  the  1953  increase  over  1952.    Cigar  consumption,  at  293  million 
pieces,  established  a  new  record  in  1957  and  exceeded  the  1920  high  by  23 
million.    The  gradual  decline  in  consumption  of  other  products--cut,  plug, 
and  snuff --continued . 


TOBACCO  PRODUCTS:    Canada,  consumption  as  indicated  by  tax -paid 
withdrawals,  calendar  years  1955-57 


Product 

• 
• 

:  1955 

• 

;  1956 

1957  1/ 

• 

.:'  2^,576 
.:  253 
.:     23,6^0  - 

•:       1,539  : 
. :          821  < 

:  26,998 
:  256 
21,205 
l,2kl 

826 

:  30,150 
:  293 
20,^19 
1,121 
799 

l/  Preliminary.  2/  Includes  smoking  and  chewing.  3/  Includes  smoking, 
chewing  and  twist . 
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YUGOSLAVIA  TO  INCREASE 
LIVESTOCK  PRODUCTION 

Yugoslavia's  new  5 -Year  Plan  calls  for  a  large  increase  in  production 
of  livestock  products.    By  1961  Yugoslavia  hopes  to  produce  53  percent  more 
meat,  and  83  percent  more  lard  than  the  1951-55  annual  average. 

The  country  now  exports  some  meat  and  livestock,  and  imports  lard. 
During  the  first  11  months  of  1957,  the  United  States  exported  over 
60  million  pounds  of  lard  to  Yugoslavia  under  Public  Law  ^80.  Cutting 
down  on  lard  imports  would  help  Yugoslavia  save  foreign  exchange.  The 
rise  in  meat  production  would  increase  domestic  supplies  to  meet  an 
expected  rise  in  living  standards . 

To  reach  the  expected  goals  by  1961,  Yugoslavia  must  increase  livestock 
numbers  and  improve  feeding  practices.    Belief  is  that  the  country  can  meet 
the  new  livestock  goals  if  crop  conditions  are  average  or  better.  The 
1951-55  period  included  2  years  of  very  low  harvests. 

DANES  TO  PRODUCE  LESS  PORK 

A  reduction  in  Danish  pork  production  during  the  second  half  of  1958 
is  indicated  by  a  3 -percent  drop  in  bred  sow  numbers  from  December  29,  1956, 
to  December  28,  1957-    The  reduction  in  production  is  expected  to  be  pro- 
gressive, and  at  the  end  of  1958  will  be  much  greater  than  the  3  percent 
indicated  by  present  bred  sow  numbers.    Many  young  gilts  are  not  being 
saved  for  breeding  but  are  being  fattened  for  slaughter.    The  number  of 
bred  gilts  on  December  28,  1957,  was  about  3^  percent  below  a  year  earlier. 
However,  pork  production  during  the  first  half  of  1958  is  expected  to 
remain  high,  due  to  the  large  number  of  young  pigs  now  on  hand. 

AUSTRALIA  ANNOUNCES 
"CHILLER"  BEEF  GRADE 

Detailed  specifications  for  the  new  Australian  grade  of  export  beef, 
"Chiller",  which  became  effective  January  12,  have  been  announced  by  the 
Australian  Meat  Board.    The  Meat  Board  recommended  the  new  grade  because 
it  is  the  class  of  beef  most  sought  after  in  Britain. 

"Chiller"  beef  will  come  from  heifers  and  steers.     Cow  beef  will  not 
qualify  for  the  grade.    The  carcasses  must  weigh  not  more  than  700  pounds 
and  have  the  characteristics  of  an  animal  not  more  than  k  years  old.  A 
reasonable  amount  of  well -distributed  fat  is  essential,  but  excess  or  waste- 
ful fat  will  disqualify  a  carcass  from  the  new  grade.    The  old  grade 
classifications,  Baby  beef  and  Yearling  beef  will,  in  practice,  be  absorbed 
by  the  new  grade,  although  these  standards  will  be  retained  in  case  they 
are  needed  for  special  markets. 

The  export  bounty  on  the  Chiller  grade  has  been  set  at  5d.  per  pound 
($0.0^7),  compared  with  3d.  for  1st  and  2nd  quality  beef.     The  5d.  export 
bounty  will  be  paid  whether  this  new  grade  of  beef  is  shipped  chilled  or 
frozen.    However,  the  Meat  Board  is  primarily  interested  in  promoting 
unfrozen  shipments. 
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U.  K.  FARM  HORSE 
NUMBERS  DROP 

Farm  horse  numbers  in  the  United  Kingdom  dropped  16  percent  during 
1956-57.    In  June  1957,  there  were  123,700  head--23,500  less  than  a  year 
earlier.    Since  1939>  the  number  of  horses  on  farms  has  dropped  83  per- 
cent.   U.K.  agriculture  is  highly  mechanized.    In  1955 >  "the  Food  and 
Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United  Nations  indicated  that  there  was 
one  tractor  for  every  ^0  acres  of  arable  land  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
This  compared  with  one  tractor  per  10^4-  arable  acres  in  the  United  States. 

ARGENTINE  WOOL 
"AFOROS"  REVISED 

The  "aforos"  for  wool  exports  in  Argentina  have  recently  been  revised 
to  stimulate  lagging  export  sales.    The  present  aforos  (minimum  export 
rates)  for  the  7  classifications  of  greasy  wool  range  from  about  30  to  88 
cents  per  pound.    There  is  a  small  retention  for  the  National  Institute 
of  Agricultural  Technology,  but  the  5-pe^cent  retention  for  the  National 
Recovery  Fund  and  the  sales  tax  have  been  withdrawn. 

NEW  ZEALAND  WOOL 
PRICES  DECLINE 

New  Zealand  wool  prices  at  the  Wanganui  sale  on  January  10th  were 
considerably  below  those  at  the  December  closing  sale  at  Timaru.  The 
decline  was  most  marked  for  medium  crossbreds,  which  predominated. 
Competition  was  widespread,  with  Eastern  Europe  in  the  market  for  finer 
types  and  the  United  States  buying  carpet  types. 


WOOL:    New  Zealand,  prices  (greasy  ex-store)  at  Wanganui  auction, 

with  comparisons 


Description  and  type 

Dune din 
Oct.  25, 
1957 

Timaru 
Dec.  18, 
1957 

Wanganui 
Jan.  10, 
1958 

U.  S. 

69 
6k 
61 
60 

cents  per  ] 

59 
56 

:  53 

Dound 

57 
5h 

'  52 
:  52 

Source:    New  Zealand  Wool  Commission. 
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AUSTRALIA  TO  DEVELOP  MEAT 
INDUSTRY  IN  NORTHWEST 

Air  Beef,  Ltd.  has  definite  plans  to  build  a  small  packing  plant 
near  Derby,  on  the  northern  coast  of  Western  Australia.    The  plant  would 
have  a  yearly  run-through  of  about  10,000  sheep  and  5>000  cattle.  In 
addition,  about  5,000  beef  carcasses  from  the  interior  slaughter  plant 
at  Glenroy  would  be  flown  to  the  Derby  plant  for  processing. 

These  plans  are  based  upon  the  tentative  decision  of  the  State  of 
Western  Australia  to  use  most  of  a  £2,500,000  ($5,600,000)  Commonwealth 
grant  to  develop  a  deep  water  port  at  Black  Rocks  near  Derby,  and  to 
improve  the  port  at  Wyndham  in  the  same  area.    Up  to  now,  lack  of  proper 
shipping  facilities  has  discouraged  livestock  development  in  this  area. 

NEW  SLAUGHTER  PLANT  IN  KENYA 

The  Kenya  Pig  Industry  Board  packing  plant,  or  bacon  factory,  at 
Uplands,   (near  Nairobi,  Kenya,  British  East  Africa)  will  be  replaced  by 
a  new  plant  expected  to  open  in  April  or  May  1958*    The  old  plant  will  be 
converted  to  canning  and  byproduct  operations.    Demand  for  pork  products 
has  risen  rapidly  in  British  East  Africa  during  recent  years  as  a  result 
of  the  growing  purchasing  power  of  the  African  population  and  of  sales 
promotion  by  the  Pig  Industry  Board. 

Tanganyika  now  sends  hogs  to  the  Uplands  plant  for  slaughter.  The 
Arusha  plant  of  Tanganyika  Packers,  Ltd.,  which  used  to  handle  local  hogs, 
closed  over  a  year  ago. 

RECORD  MEAT  SLAUGHTER 
IN  VENEZUELA 

Commercial  slaughter  in  Venezuela  during  1957  produced  3l8«9  million 
pounds  of  meat,  an  alltime  high.    This  was  k2  percent  above  the  previous 
record  of  225. 0  million  pounds  in  1956.    Total  meat  production  in  Venezuela 
may  not  have  risen  as  rapidly  as  indicated  by  commercial  slaughter,  as 
there  may  have  been  a  higher  percentage  of  livestock  slaughtered  com- 
mercially during  1957  than  previously. 

Venezuela  is  an  important  market  for  U.  S.  meat  products.    During  1956, 
it  imported  about  $5,000,000  worth  of  U.  S.  livestock  products. 

CANADIAN  FEEDER  CATTLE  SALES  UP  SHARPLY 

Numbers  of  feeder  cattle  sold  in  Canada  during  the  last  quarter  of 
1957  were  96  percent  above  the  same  period  in  1956.    This  includes  feeder 
cattle  sold  for  domestic  feeding  and  for  export. 

Canadian  feeders  bought  about  30  percent  fewer  cattle  in  the  last 
quarter  of  1957  due  to  lower  slaughter  cattle  prices,  but  large  numbers 
of  feeders  moved  into  the  United  States  during  this  period  as  U.  S.  feeder 
cattle  prices  rose  sharply. 


.February  10,  1958  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  9 


FEEDER  CATTLE:    Nunbers  sold  in  Canada,  October-December 

1953-57 


Sales  to:                   j  1953 

;  195^  : 

1955 

1956 

1957 

• 

• 

:  1,000 
:  bead 

1,000 

,  head 

:  121 .k  • 
:      7.0  ' 

1  1,000 
:  head 

137.5 
.6  : 

1,000 
head 

I65.8  : 
1.2  : 

1,000 
head 

2/  115.it 
~  211.8 

:  I28.it  : 

138.1  ' 

167.0  ' 

2/  327.2 

l/  Cattle  shipped  from  stockyards  to  feeders,  or  direct  interprovincial 
"shipments.    2/  Preliminary.    3/  Feeder  cattle  inspected  for  entry  into  United 
States  by  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 


AUSTRALIAN  WOOL 
SITUATION  IN  JANUARY 

Pre-Christmas  wool  values  ruled  firm  with  only  minor  price  changes  during 
the  week  ending  January  17.    Competition  was  widespread,  including  renewed 
interest  on  the  part  of  Eastern  European  countries. 

The  Australian  press  has  been  considering  the  possibility  that  the  Soviet 
Union  may  resume  direct  buying.    Direct  Russian  buying  could  affect  prices 
in  the  short  run,  but  future  trends  still  will  depend  on  supply  and  demand. 

The  Wagga  stockyards,  in  the  Riverina  district  of  New  South  Wales  had 
record  receipts  of  slaughter  sheep  during  the  week.    Sheep  have  been  herded 
as  far  as  ij-00  miles  to  the  yards.    It  is  apparent  that  sheep  numbers  are 
being  reduced  sharply  in  New  South  Wales  and  Queensland. 

During  November,  prices  of  ewes  at  Australia's  largest  sheep  markets  were 
about  50  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier. 

HONDURAS  HAS  BEANS  TO  EXPORT 

Honduras  has  produced  more  beans  than  it  needs  for  domestic  requirements 
in  1957-58  and  is  seeking  export  markets  for  about  30,000  bags  of  red  beans. 
Efforts  are  being  made  to  sell  them  to  Colombia. 

The  Honduran  government,  through  the  Banco  Nacional  de  Fomento,  guarantees 
minimum  prices  on  certain  agricultural  commodities,  including  beans,  in  an 
effort  to  stabilize  prices.     Support  prices  on  beans  have  been  reduced  about 
$1.00  per  100  pounds  for  1957-58,  as  the  bank  wishes  to  hold  down  the  takeover 
until  the  present  30,000-bag  surplus  is  disposed  of.    The  1956-57  support 
price  for  Grade  A  red  and  black  beans  ranged  (depending  upon  the  production 
area)  from  about  $5.20  to  $6.20  per  loo  pounds. 
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CUBAN  AND  EASTERN  MEXICAN 
VEGETABLES  DAMAGED 

Rains  and  winds,  coupled  with  plant  diseases,  have  caused  about  30  per- 
cent damage  to  cucumbers  and  about  20  percent  to  tomatoes  in  Cuba. 

On  the  East  Coast  of  Mexico  the  tomatoes  have  been  severely  damaged  by- 
scattered  frosts  and  cold,  rainy  weather.    Quality  of  the  remaining  tomatoes 
is  poor,  and  most  of  the  tomatoes  will  be  consumed  in  Mexico.    All  the  winter 
vegetables  on  the  West  Coast  of  Mexico  are  in  good  condition  and  quality  is 
excellent . 

BEAN  SUPPLIES  SHORT  IN 
YUCATAN  AREA  OF  MEXICO 

A  shortage  of  beans  in  the  Yucantan  peninsula  of  Mexico  has  sent  prices 
up  from  about  10  cents  per  pound  in  October  to  about  15  cents  in  December. 
CEIMSA,  the  official  food-purchasing  agency,  is  trying  to  lower  prices  by 
bringing  in  beans  from  other  parts  of  Mexico,  but  so  far  these  additional 
supplies  have  not  been  large  enough  to  bring  down  prices. 

Bean  supplies  are  also  short  in  north  Mexico,  where  drought  has  sharply 
reduced  production  (  see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  February  3) ■ 

GREEK  1957  DRIED  FIG  PACK  DOWN 

Greek  dried  fig  production  during  1957  is  now  estimated  at  2k, 500  short 
tons,  about  13  percent  less  than  195&  tonnage  and  10  percent  under  the  1950-5^- 
average  of  27,100.    Rainy  weather  in  August  and  September  damaged  the  quality 
of  the  pack  and  limited  its  size,  with  a  loss  of  about  5>500  tons  of  dried 
figs  in  the  Kalamata  area. 


FIGS,  DRIED:     Greece,  supply  and  distribution,  1956-57  and  1957-58 
forecast,  marketing  season  beginning  September  1 


Item 

:  1956-57 

:  Forecast 
1957-58 

Short  tons 

• 

:        Short  tons 

 :  28,000 

:          2k, 300 

 :  28,000 

:           2k,  500 

 :  16,800 

 :  11,200 

:  13,200 
11,300 

 :  28,000 

2i+,500 

Most  of  the  1957  Greek  dried  fig  production  has  already  moved  into 
foreign  markets,  leaving  few  stocks  of  marketable  grades  to  be  sold. 
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Available  data  for  1957 -crop  dried  fig  exports  by  Greece  during 
September  1-November  30  show  that  10,910  tons,  or  83  percent  of  all  ship- 
ments, had  already  been  moved.    As  of  November  30,  about  half  the  new-crop 
exports  were  to  West  Germany.    The  United  States  bought  1,556  tons  in  this 
3 -month  period. 

FRANCE'S  WINTER  WHEAT  ACREAGE  UP 

Winter  wheat  acreage  seeded  up  to  January  1,  1958;  in  France  was  10.8 
million  acres .    This  is  about  5  percent  above  the  average  of  the  past  5 
years .    The  increase  in  wheat  acreage  was  offset  by  a  decrease  in  acreage 
seeded  to  oats  and  rye,  making  the  acreage  in  all  grains  seeded  up  to 
January  1  about  the  same  as  that  of  a  year  ago  and  close  to  the  average  of 
the  past  5  years . 

The  larger  wheat  acreage  indicates  French  farmers'  continuing  prefer- 
ence for  winter  wheats,  despite  the  unusually  high  yields  recorded  for 
spring  wheat  seeded  after  heavy  damage  to  the  1956  winter-wheat  crop.  At 
that  time  it  was  predicted  that  spring  wheat  acreage  would  increase  at  the 
expense  of  winter  wheat.    Weather  has  been  generally  favorable  this  season, 
and  the  condition  of  wheat  fields  is  reported  good,  especially  in  early- 
sown  fields . 

DROUGHT  THREATENS  CORN  CROP 
IN  SOUTH  AFRICA 

Widespread  drought  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  is  a  serious  threat  to 
the  corn  crop,  according  to  reports  early  in  January.    The  drought  is 
dimming  prospects  in  parts  of  all  four  provinces.     In  Transvaal,  the  lead- 
ing corn  producer,  central  districts  were  suffering  from  the  worst  drought 
in  30  years,  while  northern  districts  of  that  province  were  badly  flooded. 

A  record  or  near-record  outturn  of  corn  was  in  prospect  earlier. 
Though  it  is  too  soon  to  appraise  the  effects  of  the  drought  on  the  crop 
that  will  be  harvested  beginning  March-April,  it  now  appears  that  pro- 
duction will  be  well  below  earlier  forecasts.    Unless  widespread  rains 
were  received  during  January,  crop  losses  as  high  as  60  percent  were 
expected  in  some  districts. 

EGYPT  REPORTS  BELOW-AVERAGE 
CORN  HARVEST 

Egypt's  1957  corn  crop  is  estimated  at  50.5  million  bushels,  according 
to  latest  estimates  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.     This  is  considerably 
less  than  forecast  earlier  and  is  the  smallest  harvest  of  recent  years. 
The  1956  crop  was  estimated  at  56  million  bushels,  which  was  less  than  the 
harvests  of  the  preceding  3  years,  each  about  68  million  bushels. 

Much  of  this  year's  reduction  was  attributed  to  smaller  acreage,  though 
lower  yields  also  played  a  part.    Based  on  current  estimates,  yields  aver- 
aged 27.5  bushels  per  acre,  compared  with  29.3  bushels  last  year. 

The  1957  millet  harvest  is  also  reported  to  be  smaller  than  in  1956. 
A     5-percent  decrease  is  due  to  a  cut  in  acreage. 
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INDONESIA'S  RICE  IMPORTS 
DECLINE  IN  1957 

Indonesia  imported  1,502  million  pounds  of  milled  rice  in  1957  >  compared 
with  1,682  million  pounds  the  year  before.  Although  imports  declined  11  per- 
cent from  1956,  they  were  above  the  1953-55  average. 

Rice  imports  from  the  United  States  were  about  two-fifths  of  total  imports. 
Imports  from  Burma,  Thailand,  and  Italy  decreased.    No  rice  was  imported  from 
Brazil,  supplier  of  7  percent  of  total  imports  in  1956.    A  substantial  amount 
was  imported  from  Spain  for  the  first  time  in  several  years. 


RICE  (MILLED):    Indonesian  imports,  by  country  of  origin, 
averages  19^6- 55 >  annual  195^-57 


Average 

Country  of  Origin 

,  195^ 

;  1955 
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1957  1/ 
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Million: 
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75 
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0 
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96 
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:  kk 
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89 
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0 
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2/ 
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:  119 

85 

:  3S3 
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56  : 

66  j 

0  : 

0 

:  308 

:  59^ 

. . . :     11  : 

11  • 

0 

1 

5 

0 

. . . :  ^53 

:  905 

:  570 

279 

•  1,682 

:  1,502 

l/  Preliminary. 

2/  If  any,  included  in  "Other  countries". 

NETHERLANDS  IMPORTS 
LESS  RICE 

Rice  imports  into  the  Netherlands  from  January  through  October  1957  were 
down  21  percent  from  those  in  the  same  months  of  1956.    Imports  from  Thailand, 
traditionally  the  principal  source,  were  nearly  as  large  as  in  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1956.    The  amounts  from  Belgium-Luxembourg  and  Egypt  were  larger, 
and  more  rice  came  from  Surinam.    Rice  imports  from  the  United  States,  however, 
dropped  sharply;  those  from  Burma,  Italy,  and  Brazil  also  declined  significantly. 
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RICE  (MILLED):    Netherlands  imports,  by  country  of  origin, 
January-October  1957;  with  comparisons 


Average       j  *  January-October  l/ 

Country  of  origin  \  ;  )  1955    '.  1956    '.  ;  

•19^6-50-1951-55'  '  1956    *  1957 


:  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000 
:  pounds :  pounds :  pounds:  pounds :  pounds :  pounds 


Burma  :  3,^:  19, 32*+:  69,220:  20,110:  17,696:  12,577 

Iran  :  0:  1,387:  6,933:          0:  0:  0 

Thailand  :  35,087:  99, ^6: 1 59, I+69:  78,008:  72,505:  71,032 

Belgium-Luxembourg  :  0:  3,^9:  6,9*+2:    8,503:  6,91+0:  10,038 

Italy  :  6,629:  16,269:  11,138:  10,919:  8,721:  ^,967 

United  States  :  3:  1,532:  5,505:  16,925:  1^,350:  1,631+ 

Argentina  :  0:  1,781+:  2,610:    2,00*+:  1+37:  1+65 

Brazil  :  0:         87:  0;  11,023:  11,023:  2/ 

Surinam  :  l,l86:  1,913:  366:    5,25^:  3,999:  ^,707 

Egypt  :  3,50^:       655:  3,056:  0:  2/:  3,395 

Australia  :  0:  1,1+90:  3,333:    2,310:  1,^51:  2/ 

Other  countries  :  2,889;  3,61+7;  1,386:    7,8q1+:  7,196:  j+^821 


Total  :  52, 7^2:151, 023:269, 958:162, 860:ll+l+,3l8:  113,636 


l/  Preliminary. 

2/  If  any,  included  in  "Other  countries" . 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

RAINS  REDUCE  GHANA'S  CACAO  CROP 

Steady  rains  in  the  cacao-producing  regions  of  Ghana  have  prevented  har- 
vesting, fermenting,  and  drying.    There  has  been  more  black  pod  damage  than 
usual  because  cacao  pods  have  been  left  on  the  trees.    ( Cacao -producing  areas 
of  Nigeria  and  the  Ivory  Coast  have  had  somewhat  the  same  situation  this  year.) 

The  United  Ghana  Farmers  Council  has  been  recognized  by  the  government  as 
the  official  representative  of  all  the  farmers  in  Ghana.    The  Ghana  Farmers 
Marketing  Association,  a  subsidiary  of  the  council,  has  received  a  loan  of  $1.1+ 
million  to  finance  its  operations  as  a  licensed  buying  agent  of  the  Cocoa 
Marketing  Board.    The  Marketing  Association  succeeds  the  Cocoa  Purchasing 
Company,  -which  was  dissolved  in  1956. 

West  Germany  and  the  Netherlands  were  the  main  consignees  for  cocoa  ex- 
ports recorded  by  the  Cocoa  Marketing  Board  through  November  1957.    The  price 
paid  to  farmers  by  the  Marketing  Board  this  year  is  72  shillings  per  60-pound 
load,  or  about  16.8  cents  per  pound. 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  76,  No.  6 


BRAZIL'S  1957  COFFEE  EXPORTS  DOWN 

Brazil  exported  ll+,306,605  bags  of  coffee  in  calendar  year  1957;  com- 
pared with  16,80^,71+1+  bags  in  1956.    For  the  first  6  months  of  the  1957-58 
marketing  year  (July-December)  exports  amounted  to  7-8  million  bags. 
Brazilian  exports  will  therefore  have  to  average  1.2  million  bags  per  month 
for  January-June  1958  to  attain  a  15 -million  bag  export  level  for  1957-58. 
During  the  1956-57  marketing  year,  exports  totaled  1U.9  million  bags. 

Brazil  will  have  to  ship  3*6  million  bags  of  coffee  in  the  April- June 
1958  period  to  carry  out  export  expectations  announced  in  January  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  International  Coffee  Conference  in  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

HURRICANES  DAMAGE  MEXICAN  COFFEE 

Hurricanes  struck  the  coffee -growing  district  of  Chiapas,  Mexico,  on 
November  30  and  December  1,  causing  some  damage  to  coffee  plantations, 
especially  those  at  high  altitudes.    Preliminary  surveys  by  the  National 
Coffee  Commission  indicate  losses  of  about  25,000  bags.    As  some  replanting 
will  be  necessary,  the  hurricane  damage  will  be  reflected  in  future  crops. 

Mexico  exported  about  333*200  bags  of  coffee  from  October  1  through 
December  31;  1957;  compared  with  185,100  bags  during  the  same  period  of 
1956.    Part  of  1957-58  exports  will  be  in  the  form  of  "instant"  coffee. 
A  new  soluble  coffee  plant  was  opened  in  May  1957-    Exports  of  soluble 
coffee  in  the  past  few  months  have  been  equivalent  to  about  7; 000  bags  of 
green  coffee  per  month. 

PHILIPPINES  PRODUCE  MORE  ABACA  AND 
MINOR  FIBERS  IN  1956-57 

The  Philippine  Republic  produced  275.6  million  pounds  of  abaca  in  the 
year  ended  June  30,  1957-    This  was  6  percent  above  the  259-9  million  pounds 
produced  a  year  earlier,  according  to  preliminary  estimates. 

Abaca  exports,  however,  were  only  2U0.6  million  pounds,  or  a  decrease 
of  5  percent  from  the  previous  year.    The  decline  was  due  to  a  drop  in 
January- June  1957  exports  to  Japan,  the  United  States,  and  the  United 
Kingdom  from  January-June  1956  exports.    Abaca  and  abaca  manufacturers 
comprised  8  percent  of  the  value  of  all  Philippine  exports  in  1956,  and 
ranked  fifth  among  all  Philippine  commodity  exports.    The  Philippines  are 
the  principal  world  source  of  abaca  fiber. 

Philippine  production  of  maguey,  canton,  buntal,  and  kapok  fibers  in 
1956-57  totaled  7.3  million  pounds,  compared  with  7.1  million  pounds  in 
1955-56.  Kapok  accounted  for  6.6  million  pounds,  but  most  of  the  kapok  is 
consumed  domestically.  Production  of  the  other  fibers  depends  largely  on 
foreign  demand.  Competition  from  lower-priced  fibers  in  the  world  market 
continues  to  decrease  demand  for  maguey,  canton  and  buntal,  and  they  have 
not  regained  their  prewar  importance. 
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INTERNATIONAL  COFFEE  CONFERENCE 
SETS  EXPORT  CONTROLS 

An  International  Coffee  Conference  was  held  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil, 
January  20-27,  1958-    Representatives  of  1^  American  coffee -producing  coun- 
tries and  Portugal  agreed  to  constitute  an  international  coffee  organization 
for  market  development,  technical  improvements  in  production,  and  improve- 
ment of  coffee  statistics.    Rio  is  to  he  the  seat  of  the  new  organization 
which  is  to  he  set  up  by  July  1958. 

Export  controls  were  set  for  April  1-June  30,  1958,  for  the  seven 
Latin  American  countries  which  previously  had  entered  into  an  agreement 
for  the  1957-58  marketing  year.    Expected  exports  (bags  of  132  lbs.)  from 
these  Fedecame  countries  and  Brazil  for  April-June  1958  compare  as  follows 
with  actual  exports  a  year  earlier: 


*Costa  Rica,  El  Salvador,  Guatemala,  Mexico,  and  Nicaragua. 

PHILIPPINES  TO  OPEN  NEW  RAMIE  MILLS 

A  privately-owned  ramie -processing  mill  with  6,U8o  spindles  is  expected 
to  begin  operation  soon  in  Manila.    This  new  mill  in  the  Philippines  is  ex- 
pected to  help  the  local  ramie  industry.    The  National  Development  Company 
has  ordered  equipment  for  another  mill  to  be  built  at  Mindanao,  with  com- 
pletion scheduled  for  mid-1958. 

Although  there  is  a  reported  demand  for  ramie  finished  goods,  apparently 
only  relatively  high-income  groups  can  pay  current  retail  prices  for  impor- 
ted ramie  goods.    As  ramie  fiber  is  shipped  to  Japan  for  manufacture,  this 
incurs  additional  expense.    The  Philippines  produced  about  2.6  million 
pounds  of  ramie  fiber  in  the  year  ended  June  30,  1957 • 

AUSTRALIAN  SHIPMENTS  OF  BUTTER  AND 
CHEESE  TO  U.  K.  DECLINE 

Arrivals  of  Australian  butter  in  United  Kingdom  ports  in  December  1957 
were  16.3  million  pounds,  compared  with  23.^  million  pounds  a  year  earlier. 
Arrivals  of  cheese  were  down  to  2.5  million  pounds  from  h.3  million  pounds 
in  December  1956. 


April- June  1957 


April-June  1958 


Brazil 
Colombia 

Other  Fedecame  countries* 


2,6l2,68U 
852,35^ 
1,293,325 


3,600,000 
1,1+35,000 
1,362,000 


Shipments  afloat  on  December  31  of  both  butter  and  cheese  were  con- 
siderably below  1956,  but  arrivals  of  butter  in  January  1958  are  expected 
to  be  appreciably  larger  than  those  of  January  1957* 
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DUTCH  TRY  INCREASED  BUTTERFAT 
IN  FLUID  MILK 

To  control  the  Netherlands*  unprecedented  and  mounting  "butter  surplus , 
it  was  recently  proposed  that  the  butterfat  content  of  normally  standardized 
milk  (2.5  percent  butterfat)  he  raised.    Through  this  measure,  more  fat 
would  reach  the  consumer  in  fluid  milk,  and  less  cream  -would  he  available 
for  butter  manufacture. 

At  first  the  government  hesitated  to  take  this  step  because  of  the 
increased  fluid  milk  price  that  would  follow,  hut  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture finally  allowed  fluid  milk  to  sell  with  a  3.5-percent  fat  content  on 
a  trial  basis.    This  milk  will  retail  for  about  10. 9  U.S.  cents  per  quart, 
or  about  1.5  cents  more  than  the  standardized  product.    The  government 
subsidy  of  1.0  cents  per  quart  will  not  be  paid  to  consumers  of  the  higher 
"butterfat  milk. 

The  Dutch  butter  surplus  has  heen  puhlicized  in  recent  press  articles. 
According  to  Amsterdam's  De  Telegraf,  90  percent  of  the  annual  hutter  ex- 
port leaves  the  Netherlands  at  prices  helow  the  cost  of  production.  This 
newspaper  states  that  the  Dairy  Products  Commodity  Board  purchased  butter 
at  the  guaranteed  price  of  51.^-  U.S.  cents  per  pound  and  sold  it  to  ex- 
porters at  30.3  cents  per  pound. 

JAPAN* S  "BIG  9"  IMPORTS  FROM  U.S.  FOR  10 
MONTHS  OF  1957  HIGHER  THAN  FOR  ALL  OF  1956 

Japan's  "Big  9"  imports  from  the  United  States  during  January-October 
1957  amounted  to  $380  million,  or  $3  million  more  than  for  all  of  1956. 
Greatest  gains  were  in  cotton,  wheat,  and  corn.    Soybeans  and  tallow  showed 
smaller  increases. 

"Big  9"  imports  from  all  other  sources  were  less  during  this  period 
than  during  the  corresponding  months  of  1956.    Thus  the  U.  S.  share  of  this 
market  in  Japan  increased  from  38  percent  to  51  percent. 

"Big  9"  imports  from  the  United  States  for  the  10-month  period  ending 
October  1957  constitute  only  27  percent  of  all  Japanese  imports  from  this 
country,  compared  to  36  percent  a  year  earlier  and  51  percent  in  195^-  and.  1955. 
This  reflects  the  greater  growth  in  Japan's  imports  from  the  United  States  of 
other-than-agricultural  commodities . 

Japan  will  need  additional  dollars  to  maintain  this  higher  level  of  im- 
ports from  the  United  States.    These  will  have  to  come  mainly  from  a  larger 
volume  of  Japanese  exports  to  the  United  States,  particularly  since  special 
dollar  receipts  earned  hy  providing  goods  and  services  to  U.  S.  security 
forces  in  Japan  are  declining  with  the  withdrawal  of  many  of  these  troops. 
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JAPAN:    Agricultural  imports,  from  all  sources,  and  from 
the  United  States,  January-October  1955-57 


QUANTITY 


• 
• 

:  1955 

• 

;  1956 

;  1957 

Commodity              j       .        *     From  j 

.    lotal    :     u#  ' 

•  *  i 

•  • 

:    Total  : 

From 

;  u.  s.  ; 

• 

i    Total  : 

Wheat  :  1,950 

Rice  :  1,039 

Barley  :  1*92 

Corn  :  29k 

Tobacco.  •  • .  •  t  9 

Hides  and  skins  :  5h 

Soybeans ........ 669 

Cotton  2/3/  :  1,626 

Tallow  :  98 


1.000  metric  tons 
 — ^  


99U  : 

1,920  : 
697  : 

826 

: 

1,861  : 

1,033 

179  : 

20 

: 

317  : 

1 

251  : 

818  t 

332 

t 

776  x 

155 

198  : 

222  i 

82 

• 
• 

217 

«: 

5  : 

$ 

• 
• 

2  : 

62  s 

• 
• 

60  t 

1*60  : 

623  t 

1*56 

• 
• 

690  : 

1*97 

5U1  : 

2,265  : 

770 

• 

i 

2,316  : 

1,21*3 

81  : 

9h  : 

8U 

• 
• 

110  t 

89 

VALUE 


Million  dollars  -  --  --  --  --  -- 

Wheat  :  tk3.h  :  71.5  :  139.3  :  ^7.7  :  136.5  :  77.0 

Rice  :  162*3  :  31.lt  :  98.9  t  3.3  :       U3.6  $  0.1 

Barley  :  3U.5  :  16.7  :  51*.8  :  22.2  :       5l.9  :  9.1* 

Corn  :  22. k  i  15.0  :  16.3  :  6.2  :       29.3  :  15.U 

Tobacco  t  12.0  :  3/  :  7.8  :  1/  :         k.3  :  1/ 

Hides  and  skins  :  18.6  :  13.7  :  21^.8  :  1576  :       2U.1  :  ll*.9 

Soybeans  *  :  82.9  :  5U.8  :  7U.0  :  53.0  :       80.9  :  58.0 

Cotton  3/. .4  :  295.6  t  100.3  :  375.1  :  130.0  :  359.9  »  186.2 

Tallow  :  21.1  :  16.9  :  19.7  :  17.7  :       23.9  :  19.3 


•  *  *  •  • 

Total  ;      792.8  :       —    :     810.7  :    :     751*. U 


j  j  j  j  j  ;  

Total  (excl.  :::::: 

tobacco)  :     780.8  :     320.3  :     802.9  »    305.7  :     750.1  :  380.3 


1/   Not  available. 

2/    1,000  bales  of  1*80  pounds  net. 

3/   Data  for  1955  include  small  amounts  of  carded  and  combed  cotton. 
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DENMARK  REPORTS  HIGHER 
MILK  OUTPUT 

Early  estimates  indicate  that  Denmark  produced  11.7  billion  pounds 
of  milk  during  1957  •  an  increase  of  approximately  5  percent  over  1956. 
Due  largely  to  this  higher  milk  production,  combined  exports  of  all  dairy 
products  showed  a  slight  gain  in  1957* 

Although  shipments  of  butter  dropped  from  266.5  million  pounds  in 

1956  to  258.O  million  pounds  in  1957 }  cheese  exports  rose  from  126. 5  million 
pounds  to  137*8  million  pounds,  the  largest  export  quantity  ever  produced  in 
Denmark.     Canned  milk  exports  also  increased  in  1957  over  1956. 

Consumption  of  milk  in  1957  "was  8  percent  above  1956.    Butter  con- 
sumption was  up  15  percent,  cheese  5  percent,  attributed  to  lower  prices. 
Domestic  consumption  of  dairy  products  should  increase  in  1958  as  the  dairy 
industry,  through  a  sales  promotion  program,  is  trying  to  raise  demand  for 
these  products  at  home  in  order  to  reduce  exportable  supplies .    With  smaller 
supplies  available  for  export  it  is  hoped  that  these  products  will  bring  a 
better  export  price. 

Although  Danish  milk  cow  numbers  are  not  expected  to  vary  substan- 
tially in  1958,  preliminary  forecasts  indicate  that  production  early  this 
year  will  run  slightly  under  1957  >  due  to  low  butter  and  cheese  prices. 
Farmers  will  use  less  supplemental  feeds  for  milk  cows  than  they  did  in 

1957  in  an  effort  to  lower  their  production  costs. 

Danish  butter  was  quoted  at  31*1  cents  per  pound  on  the  British 
market  in  the  middle  of  January  1958,  21  percent  lower  than  a  year  ago. 
Recent  stocks  were  estimated  at  33  million  pounds,  substantially  above  last 
year's.    With  stocks  of  butter  in  other  European  exporting  countries  at  high 
levels,  Danish  exporters  expect  no  improvement  in  butter  prices  in  the 
immediate  future . 

DUTCH  DRY  WHOLE  MILK 
EXPORTS  UP 

Dutch  exports  of  dry  whole  milk  totaled  57 -1  million  pounds  during  the 
first  10  months  of  1957  •  a  6-percent  gain  over  the  same  period  in  1956. 
The  Netherlands  is  the  world's  largest  exporter  of  this  commodity,  and 
total  shipments  for  1957  may  reach  a  record  level. 

The  1957  increase  was  due  in  part  to  increased  exports  to  the  tradi- 
tional Dutch  markets --Belgium,  West  Germany,  and  Indonesia.    The  Dutch  have 
also  become  important  suppliers  to  Venezuela  and  El  Salvador.    Shipments  to 
Venezuela  during  January -November  1957  were  9*3  million  pounds,  1  million 
pounds  over  the  first  10  months  of  1956.    Exports  to  El  Salvador  were 
2.0  million  pounds  in  the  1957  period;  this  country  ranked  as  the  fifth 
largest  Dutch  dry  whole -milk  market. 
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Jutch  nonfat  dry -milk  exports  totaled  only  9»0  million  pounds  during 
the  first  10  months  of  1957-     This  was  less  than  half  the  amount  shipped  in 
1956,  due  to  an  8-million-pound  drop  in  shipments  to  India.  Increased 
production  and  a  sharp  decline  in  I.  V.  Z.  (Government)  stocks  indicate 
greater  domestic  disappearance  of  nonfat  dry  milk  in  1957*     I«  V.  Z.  stocks 
on  December  21,  1957;  totaled  only  1  million  pounds,  compared  with  15-3 
million  pounds  on  the  same  date  last  year. 

The  Netherlands  is  continuing  imports  of  nonfat  dry  milk  for  animal 
feed,  and  it  is  assumed  that  a  large  share  of  the  domestic  production  that 
was  formerly  exported  is  also  being  used  in  this  manner. 

CANADA  TO  REVIEW 
ALL  POULTRY  LABELS 

Canada's  Department  of  Agriculture  has  announced  its  intention  to 
review  all  labels  which  have  been  approved  for  use  on  meats  and  meat  food 
products  (including  poultry)  imported  into  Canada. 

Labels  approved  prior  to  January  1,  1958,  will  be  honored  up  to  and 
including  December  1,  1958 ,  when  they  will  be  cancelled.    The  character 
of  the  review  is  not  available  as  yet,  but  this  information  will  be 
published  as  soon  as  it  is  received. 

ZANZIBAR  EXPORTS  OF  COPRA  DOWN, 
COCONUT  OIL  UP 

Zanzibar  exported  1,667  long  tons  of  copra  in  the  first  9  months  of 
1957^  in  contrast  to  5>752  tons  in  the  comparable  period  of  1956.  Coconut 
oil  shipments,  on  the  other  hand,  were  3*29^-  tons  for  the  first  3  quarters 
of  1957;  about  one -third  more  than  the  2,J+62  tons  in  January-September 
1956.    Total  exports  in  1956  amounted  to  6,590  tons  of  copra  and  3;6l7  tons 
of  coconut  oil. 

In  recent  years  the  trend  has  been  to  export  increasing  quantities  of 
good-quality  copra  as  compared  with  coconut  oil.    The  reversal  of  this 
trend  in  1957  is  a  result  of  India's  restriction  of  foreign  purchases  of 
copra,  since  India  had  been  the  chief  market  for  Zanzibar's  copra  in 
recent  years.    At  the  same  time,  sales  of  coconut  oil,  chiefly  to  East 
Africa,  increased  in  1957-     The  work  of  the  Copra  Board  in  improving  the 
quality  of  oil  has  helped  to  stimulate  export  sales. 

The  Copra  Board  has  continued  to  aid  copra  makers  by  selling  coconut 
seedlings  at  one-third  of  their  cost,  by  furnishing  certain  kiln  materials 
at  cost  price,  and  by  providing  free  services  of  kiln  builders.    The  first 
year's  experimental  power -spraying  for  control  of  the  coconut  pest 
Pseudotheraptus  wayi  was  effective  on  100  acres  at  Kidichi. 
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INDIA  ANNOUNCES  EXPORT  QUOTAS  FOR 
VANASPATI  AND  VEGETABLE  OILCAKES 

Effective  January  19,  1958>  the  Government  of  India  announced  a  quota 
of  10,000  long  tons  (11,200  short  tons)  of  vanaspati  (hydrogenated  vegetable 
oil)  for  export  to  all  permissible  destinations  during  January-September 
1958.    Exports  will  he  licensed  freely  on  shipping  hills,  supported  by 
evidence  of  valid  firm-sale  contracts.    Average  annual  exports  of  vanaspati 
for  the  3  years  ending  April  1957  were  about  11,000  long  tons  (12,320  short 
tons) . 

Vanaspati  is  about  95  percent  peanut  oil  and  5  percent  sesame  oil. 
The  ban  on  exports  of  pure  peanut  oil  continues  in  force  in  view  of  high 
domestic  prices  and  increasing  domestic  demand. 

The  Indian  Government  also  announced  its  policy  with  respect  to  certain 
vegetable  oilcakes  for  the  period  January-September  as  follows: 

Kardiseed  oilcake:    A  quota  of  ^>,000  tons  released  for  export  to  all 
permissible  destinations.    Licenses  will  be  issued  freely  on  shipping 
bills  upon  evidence  of  firm-sale  contracts. 

Cottonseed  oilcake,  decorticated:  Exports  will  continue  to  be  licensed 
freely  as  heretofore. 

Cottonseed  oilcake,  undecorticated:  Shipment  period  extended  through 
September  1958  for  portion  of  previous  quota  of  10,000  tons  remaining 
at  end  of  1957. 

Other  oilcakes:  A  fresh  quota  of  ^-,000  tons  released  for  export  to  all 
permissible  destinations.  This  category  includes  cakes  other  than  pea- 
nut, linseed,  nigerseed,  kardiseed,  cottonseed,  and  coconut  oilcakes. 

AUSTRALIAN  MARGARINE  OUTPUT 
UP  IN  1956-57 

Production  of  margarine  in  Australia  during  the  year  ending  June  30; 
1957^  was  almost  15  percent  greater  than  for  the  previous  year.    Most  of 
the  increase  was  accounted  for  by  increased  output  of  table -quality  mar- 
garine.   Production  of  cooking  margarine  was  up  slightly  during  this 
period,  but  was  still  below  the  record  output  of  1951-52.    For  the  past 
several  years,  production  of  table  margarine,  although  smaller,  has  been 
increasing  sharply  whereas  cooking  margarine  output  has  declined. 

Production  quotas  in  various  States  have  tended  to  limit  production, 
but  the  table -quality  margarine  is  attracting  more  consumers,  particularly 
in  industrial  areas.    The  increased  demand  seems  likely  to  result  in  a 
gradual  relaxation  of  restrictions  on  margarine  output  and  of  a  continued 
increase  in  usage.    The  probable  increase  in  production  would  result  in 
increased  shares  of  total  Australian  butter  production  being  sold  on  the 
world  market. 
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MARGARINE:    Australia,  production,  annual  1938-39,  19^5-^6,  I9I+9-50  to 
1956-57  l/,  and  July-October  I956  and  1957 


•  •  • 

Year  j  For  table  use  ]  For  cooking  use  [  Total 


•  Short  tons  :  Short  tons  :  Short  tons 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1938-39  :  3,696  :  15,62k  :  19,320 

•  •  • 

19^5-^6  :  8,680  :  l8,lhh  '  26,Q2k 

m  m  • 

•  •  • 

19^9-50  :  7,000  :  27,10^  :  3^,10^ 

1950-  51  :  ^,256  :  2lt-,8o8  :  29,o6if 

1951-  52  :  7,952  :  28,056  :  36,008 

1952-  53  :  7,952  :  2^,696  :  32, 6k8 

1953-  5^  :  10,920  :  2^,796  :  35,716 

195^-55  :  10,976  :  2k,5Qh  :  35,560 

1955-  56  :  13,272  :  21,728  :  35,000 

1956-  57  :  18,312  :  22,3kk  :  ^0,656 

July-October  1956  :  6,272  :  8,120  :  l1+,392 

July-October  1957  t  6,776  :  7,896  ;  1^,672 


l/  July  1-June  30  year. 

ITALY  INCREASES  DRIED 
FIG  EXPORTS 

Italy  exported  ^,777  short  tons  of  dried  figs  in  1957*    This  was  nearly 
1,000  tons  over  exports  for  the  previous  season.    Despite  the  fact  that  Italy 
is  one  of  the  world's  largest  dried  fig  producers,  most  of  its  production  is 
consumed  domestically,  leaving  less  than  10  percent  of  the  annual  pack  for 
export.    Alcohol  distillers  have  taken  over  half  the  Italian  dried  fig  pack 
in  recent  years.    The  alcohol  they  produce  is  used  principally  to  fortify 
wines. 

Austria,  West  Germany,  and  France  continue  to  be  the  heaviest  purchasers 
of  Italian  dried  fig  exports. 


FIGS,  DRIED:     Italy,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
1956  and  1957,  year  beginning  September  1 


Country  of  destination 

:  1956 

;  1957 

:        Short  tons 

Short  tons 

.':  1,78^- 

I  1,625 

1,315 

.:  715 

95^ 

.:  ^59 

:  525 

.:  k 

358 

.:  3,8oii- 

^,777 
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1957  SPANISH  ALMOND  HARVEST 
RECORD -LARGE 


Official  estimates  place  the  1957  Spanish  almond  crop,  shelled  "basis, 
at  an  alltime  high  of  33>000  short  tons — 87  percent  above  the  recently- 
revised  1956  estimate  of  17,600  tons  and  26  percent  greater  than  the 
1950-5^  average  production  of  26,100  tons.    In  the  San  Juan,  Muchamiel, 
Altea,  and  Villajoyosa  areas  of  Alicante  Province,  thrip  (aranuelo) 
damage  was  substantial,  but  all  other  producing  areas  had  excellent 
harvests . 

During  early  January,  export  prices  for  ungraded  Valencias  ranged 
"between  ^2.1  and  k-3.2  cents  per  pound;  for  Planetas,  from  ^7.5  to  kS,6 
cents  per  pound.    Exporters,  however,  are  said  to  have  little  incentive 
for  seeking  orders  since  they  are  obliged  to  pay  the  Fruit  Syndicate  2.2 
cents  per  pound  for  funds  advanced  holders  of  stored  almonds  during  1956-57. 
This  added  cost  reportedly  leaves  little  opportunity  for  a  profit  on 
almond  exports. 

Government-established  minimum  prices  have  been  effective  for  shelled 
almonds  for  the  indicated  periods: 


Mallorca,  proprietario  with 
broken  grains  

Mallorca,  proprietario  without 
broken  grains  

Valencia  unselecteds  

Mallorca  selecteds  

Valencia  selecteds  

VENEZUELA  TO  HAVE  SMALLER 
SUGARCANE  GRIND 


Mar.  28-Dec.  31  Current 

1957  1958 

-  -  U.S.  cents  per  pound  -  - 

^6.3  36.7 

^7.2  37.6 

krj.6  38.6 

50.8  ko.k 

51.3  ^0.8 


Industry  sources  expect  that  Venezuela  will  produce  about  170,000 
metric  tons  ( 187,391  short  tons)  of  sugar,  refined  basis,  from  the  1957-58 
sugarcane  grind  now  in  progress.    This  would  be  about  12  percent  less  than 
production  from  the  1956-57  grind. 

Reasons  for  the  decline  are  said  to  include  the  reduced  export  pros- 
pects relative  to  a  year  earlier,  and  dissatisfaction  of  cane  growers  with 
the  timing  and  amount  of  payments  received.    Domestic  consumption  of  sugar, 
however,  appears  to  be  increasing  about  3  "to  k  percent  annually. 

If  the  above  assumptions  as  to  production  and  consumption  are  correct, 
Venezuela  will  have  much  less  sugar  available  for  export  in  the  season 
ahead  than  it  had  in  the  season  just  past,  when  exports  were  a  record 
116,000  metric  tons  (127,867  short  tons.) 
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YUGOSLAV  SUGAR  BEET 
CROP  SETS  RECORD 

With  several  sugar  mills  still  processing  "beets  in  mid-January  1958. 
Yugoslavia  appears  to  have  had  a  record  crop  of  sugar  beets  in  1957 — 
perhaps  as  much  as  2,020,000  metric  tons  (2,226,6^6  short  tons).  Sugar 
actually  produced  from  August  through  November  1957  "was  37, 635  metric 
tons  (kl,kQ5  short  tons)  more  than  the  131,771  metric  tons  (1^5,251  short 
tons)  produced  in  the  same  period  of  1956. 

Yugoslav  food  authorities  estimate  that  sugar  consumption  in  Yugo- 
slavia is  increasing  about  30,000  metric  tons  per  year.    If  so,  Yugoslavia 
will  need  to  import  about  as  much  sugar  in  1958  as  it  did  in  1957 >  i-n  spite 
of  higher  production.    In  contrast  to  last  year,  however,  such  imports  are 
expected  to  come  primarily  from  Eastern  European  countries,  rather  than 
from  countries  in  the  dollar  area. 

CUBA  CONFIRMS  LARGE  SALE  OF 
1958-CROP  BLACKSTRAP  MOLASSES 

The  Molasses  Sales  Committee  of  the  Cuban  Sugar  Stabilization  Institute 
confirmed  in  early  January  the  sale  last  August  of  100  million  gallons  of 
1958-crop  blackstrap  molasses  to  a  U.  S.  buyer,  presumably  for  alcohol 
production,  and  15  million  gallons  to  a  British  firm. 

The  British  portion  was  sold  as  destined  for  alcohol  but  with  the 
proviso  that  if  market  conditions  were  such  that  it  could  not  be  sold  for 
alcohol  production  in  the  United  Kingdom,  it  could  be  sold  in  the  United 
States  for  feed  use  only.    Both  sales  were  at  10. 25  cents  per  gallon, 
f.o.b.  tanker  at  Cuban  ports. 

Cuba's  1958  production  of  blackstrap  molasses  is  tentatively  estimated 
at  over  270  million  gallons.    Very  little  blackstrap  is  expected  to  be 
allocated  in  Cuba  this  year  for  manufacture  of  absolute  alcohol,  which  last 
year  accounted  for  nearly  80  million  gallons  of  blackstrap.    The  use  of 
absolute  alcohol  in  local  gasoline  has  been  virtually  eliminated.     It  is 
probable,  therefore,  that  additional  substantial  quantities  of  blackstrap 
will  be  made  available  for  export  as  the  1958  season  progresses. 

Disposition  of  1957"C^0P  Cuban  blackstrap  molasses  is  practically  com- 
pleted.   Sales  for  export  totaled  151.2  million  gallons,  of  which  all  but 
18.1  million  gallons  had  been  shipped  by  December  31,  1957.    Two-thirds  of 
the  total  sales  were  made  at  the  price  of  16.5878  cents  per  gallon,  f.o.b. 
Cubaj  the  remaining  50  million  gallons  were  sold  at  10. 25  cents. 

Of  the  139  million  gallons  of  1957-crop  Cuban  blackstrap  molasses 
assigned  for  local  use  or  manufacture  in  Cuba,  all  but  28.5  million  gallons 
had  been  sold  by  December  31>  1957 • 
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PHILIPPINE  SUGAR  EXPORTS  OFF 
SHARPLY  IN  LAST  QUARTER  1957 

Preliminary  data  indicate  that  Philippine  exports  of  sugar  in  the 
last  quarter  of  1957  were  only  98,000  short  tons,  or  somewhat  less  than 
half  of  the  208,709  short  tons  exported  in  the  same  quarter  of  1956. 
Neither  reduced  millings  nor  lack  of  shipping  are  believed  to  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  curtailed  shipments.    Philippine  sources  suggest  that 
sugar  millers  may  be  withholding  exports  in  anticipation  of  some  form 
of  devaluation  of  the  peso  in  the  next  few  months. 

U.S.  COTTON  LINTERS  IMPORTS 
INCREASE  SLIGHTLY  IN  NOVEMBER 

United  States  imports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  felting  qualities, 
were  13,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  November  1957  >  a  slight  increase 
over  October  imports  of  11,000  bales,  and  also  slightly  above  imports 
of  12,000  bales  in  November  1956.     Imports  during  August -November  1957, 
however,  were  39>000  bales,  down  33  percent  from  imports  of  58,000  bales 
during  August -November  1956. 

Principal  sources  of  linters  imports  in  August -November  1957;  with 
comparable  1956  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Mexico  27,000  bales 
(lj-5,000);  U.S.S.R.  Ij-,000  (11,000);  Belgium  2,000  (108);  and  El  Salvador 
2,000  (1,000). 

COTTON  PRODUCTION  DOWN  IN 
BRITISH  EAST  AFRICA 

Cotton  production  in  British  East  Africa  (Uganda,  Tanganyika,  and 
Kenya)  is  estimated  at  1+13,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  during  the 
August- July  1957-58  season.    This  is  a  decline  of  5  percent  from  the 

1956-  57  crop  of  1+35,000  bales,  and  slightly  below  the  1955-56  crop  of 
1+17,000  bales.    Unfavorable  weather  in  Uganda  accounted  for  the  decline. 
The  crop  there  dropped  sharply  from  early  estimates  to  only  258,000 
bales,  or  17  percent  below  the  313,000  bales  produced  in  1956-57* 

Tanganyika  is  expected  to  have  a  record  crop  of  1^0,000  bales  in 

1957-  58,  compared  with  110,000  bales  in  1956-57,  and  100,000  in  1955-56. 
Kenya's  cotton  crop  is  much  smaller  than  the  other  two  areas --15,000 
bales  in  1957-58,  12,000  in  1956-57,  and  lU,000  in  1955-56. 

All  cotton  produced  in  British  East  Africa  is  exported- -about  half 
to  India,  and  sizable  quantities  to  West  Germany,  the  United  Kingdom, 
Hong  Kong,  and  Japan.    Total  cotton  exports  in  calendar  1956  were  1+58,000 
bales,  compared  with  361,000  in  1955*    Principal  destinations  in  1956,  with 
comparable  1955  figures  in  parentheses,  were:     India  210,000  bales 
(203,000);  West  Germany  7^,000  (1+5,000);  Hong  Kong  1+9,000  (37,000);  Japan 
U8,000  (22,000);  and  the  United  Kingdom  1+5,000  (20,000). 


February  10,  1958 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


25 


EL  SALVADOR  EXPECTED  TO  MAINTAIN 
PRESENT  COTTON  LEVEL 

El  Salvador's  cotton  production  is  estimated  at  14-2,000'  bales 
(500  pounds  gross)  during  the  August- July  1957-58  season.    This  is  k 
percent  above  the  1956-57  crop  of  137*000  bales,  and  7  percent  higher 
than  the  1955-56  crop  of  133,000  bales. 

Cotton  production  has  expanded  rapidly  in  El  Salvador  in  recent 
years,  but  no  significant  advance  beyond  present  levels  is  expected. 
Limited  farming  land  in  this  densely  populated  area  and  competition 
from  food  and  other  crops  are  expected  to  prevent  any  major  increase 
in  cotton  production.     Cotton  acreage  in  1957-58  is  estimated  at 
102,000  acres,  compared  with  95,000  in  1956-57,  and  113,000  in  1955- 
56.    Fluctuations  around  these  acreages  probably  will  depend  on  the 
price  of  cotton. 

Cotton  exports  were  estimated  at  100,000  bales  in  1956-57,  down 
29  percent  from  1955-56  exports  of  14-0,000.    The  decline  was  partly 
due  to  heavy  late-season  sales  which  did  not  move  out  of  the  country 
until  after  August  1,  1957-    Japan  usually  takes  more  than  half  of 
El  Salvador's  cotton.     Smaller  quantities  go  to  West  Germany,  the 
United  Kingdom,  Canada,  and  the  United  States.    Cotton  stocks  on 
August  1,  1957,  were  estimated  at  60,000  bales,  compared  with  35,000 
bales  a  year  earlier. 

YUGOSLAV  WALNUT  PRODUCTION 
CONTINUES  LOW 

Commercial  walnut  production  in  Yugoslavia  during  1957  has  been 
unofficially  estimated  at  1,300  short  tons,  shelled,  or  about  one-third 
smaller  than  the  below-average  crop  of  the  preceding  year.    The  ^-year 
average  for  commercial  walnut  production  (1950-5^-)  is  3,700  tons.  The 
1957  crop,  said  to  be  the  smallest  since  World  War  II,  was  reduced  by 
freezing  weather  during , May.    Production  also  suffered  from  the  severe 
freezes  of  February  1956  which  killed  many  bearing  trees  and  damaged 
others . 

Only  limited  quantities  of  Yugoslav  walnuts  have  been  exported  the 
past  2  seasons.    During  1956-57,  Austria  was  the  largest  importer,  taking 
279  tons  out  of  a  total  of  kOJ  tons  marketed  abroad.     In  the  fall  of  1957, 
however,  the  United  States  again  entered  the  market  with  purchases  of 
220  tons  of  kernels.    All  of  the  U.  S.  purchases  were  reported  to  consist 
of  walnuts  carried  over  from  the  previous  season.    Total  exports  of 
Yugoslav  walnuts  during  1957-58  are  forecast  at  kko  tons. 

Between  November  15  and  December  10,  1957,  export  prices  for  shelled 
walnuts,  f  .o.b.  Yugoslav  border,  ranged  between  $1,4-52  and  $1,814-  per  ton. 
In  early  January  of  1958,  prices  were  averaging  $1,089  per  ton,  indicating 
a  downward  trend. 
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U.  S.  EDIBLE  OIL,  CAKE  AND  MEAL 
EXPORTS  BELOW  LAST  MARKETING  YEAR 

United  States  exports  of  cottonseed  and  soybean  oils  in  October-December 
1957  are  preliminarily  estimated  by  the  Census  Bureau  at  220.1+  million  pounds, 
a  decrease  of  nearly  ho  percent  from  the  volume  of  actual  exports  in  the  first 
3  months  of  the  previous  marketing  year.    Exports  of  oilcake  and  meal,  estimated 
at  105,700  short  tons,  were  less  than  half  those  of  the  comparable  period  last 
marketing  year. 

Cottonseed  oil  exports  in  December,  estimated  at  59.1  million  pounds,  were 
nearly  90  percent  above  those  of  November,  but  one-fifth  below  December  1956 
shipments.    October -Dec ember  estimated  exports  of  123. 1  million  pounds  were 
down  almost  10  percent  from  the  first  quarter  of  last  marketing  year. 


COTTONSEED  OIL,  SOYBEAN  OIL,  OILCAKES  AND  MEALS:    U.  S.  preliminary  estimates 
of  exports  in  December  1957  and  October-December  1957-58,  and  actual 
exports  December  1956  and  October-December  1956-57 


Commodity 

December 

October-December 

1956       :     1957  ' 
^Preliminary 

1956-57     :  1957-58 
!                   :  Preliminary 

Cottonseed  oil,  refined  and  j 

Million 

:      19.3  : 

•        2.0  | 
:       53.2  ■ 

pounds 

5.7 

1  8.8 
kk.6 

:  Million 
:       33.3  i 

!    3.6  ; 

:  99.1 

pounds 

:  19.1 

:  12.1+ 
i  91.6 

Total  cottonseed  oil  ; 
Soybean  oil,  refined  and 

7^.5 

59.1 

\  136.0 

•  123.1 

•  6.k 

I  51.1 

•  1+2.1 

:  16.2 

:  20.1+ 
10.2 

:  13.8 

I  130.3 
:  76.6 

:  23.1+ 

;  31.2 
:  ^2.7 

Total  cottonseed  and 

:  99.6 

!  1+6.8 

:  220.7 

!  97.3 

I  17^.1 

!  105.9 

356.7 

i  220.k 

Thousand  short  tons 

:     Thousand  short  tons 

•  10.2 
;  5.0 
:       6k. 1 

:  .1 
:  .6 

:  28.7 

:  22.7 
:  23.8 
:  Hl.h 

:  5.8 
:  5.7 
:  9^.2 

\  79.3 

:  29.U 

:  223.9 

':  105.7 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Estimated  U.S.  soybean  oil  exports  of  1+6.8  million  pounds  in  December 
were  nearly  k  times  those  of  November  1957  "but  were  less  than  half  those 
of  December  1956.    Cumulative  October -December  shipments,  estimated  at 
97.3  million  pounds,  were  less  than  half  those  of  the  comparable  period 
last  marketing  year. 

Exports  of  cake  and  meal  in  December  are  estimated  at  29,1+00  short 
tons,  a  decrease  of  over  one -third  from  the  previous  month  and  60  percent 
below  December  1956. 

Federal  inspections  of  soybeans  for  export  from  October  through  the 
week  ended  January  3  totaled  kO.'J  million  bushels,  an  increase  of  3  per- 
cent from  the  39*5  million  bushels  inspected  from  October  through  January  k 
last  year.     (As  of  more  recent  date,  inspections  through  January  2k,  1958 
were  about  k^ .k  million  bushels,  3  percent  above  those  for  the  same  period 
a  year  earlier. ) 

ARGENTINE  FLAXSEED  ESTIMATE 
REVISED  DOWNWARD 

Argentina's  1957-58  flaxseed  crop  is  placed  at  23.8  million  bushels, 
according  to  the  second  official  estimate.    Heavy  rains  are  reported  to 
have  seriously  damaged  the  crop.    This  estimate  is  almost  3  million 
bushels  less  than  the  first  official  estimate  and  is  slightly  below  the 
1956-57  outturn  of  2k. k  million  bushels. 

AGREEMENT  PROVIDES  FOR  U.S.  POULTRY 
SALES  PROMOTION  IN  SWITZERLAND 

An  agreement  to  further  expand  the  sale  of  U.S.  poultry  products  in 
Switzerland  has  been  signed  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  and  the 
Institute  of  American  Poultry  Industries .    The  project  provides  for  sales 
promotion,  including  publicity  designed  to  increase  Swiss  demand  for 
U.S.  poultry  products.     Swiss  imports  of  such  products  were  nearly 
7  million  pounds  in  1957*     (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  February  3>  1958.) 

JAMAICA  RELAXES  BAN  ON  IMPORTS 

A  number  of  fresh  vegetables  which  are  not  host  plants  to  the 
Mediterranean  Fruit  Fly  may  now  be  exported  to  Jamaica  from  any  part  of 
the  United  States,  according  to  a  Jamaican  press  release  of  January  16,  1958. 

Shipments  must  be  accompanied  by  the  usual  phytosanitary  certificates. 
Vegetables  other  than  asparagus,  broccoli,  brussels  sprouts,  lettuce, 
cabbage,  carrots,  cauliflower,  parsley,  celery,  horseradish,  and  leeks 
may  originate  in  any  place  outside  of  Florida  but  must  have  a  certificate 
stating  (l)  that  they  have  not  passed  through  Florida  or  (2)  that  if  they 
have  passed  through  Florida  they  have  been  stored,  transported,  and  shipped 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  infestation  by  the  Mediterranean  Fruit  Fly 
enroute  through  Florida. 
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MEXICO'S  EXPORT  ORANGE  CROP  HURT 
BY  DECEMBER  FROST 

Frost  damage  on  December  12  and  13  in  Mexico's  export  orange  produc- 
ing areas  is  now  reported  greater  than  expected.    Heaviest  damage  was  at 
Montemorelos,  General  Teran,  and  Allende.    Linares  and  the  State  of 
Veracruz  report  little  damage. 

Frost  losses  in  the  State  of  Nuevo  Leon  are  estimated  as  10  to  15 
percent.    About  30  percent  of  unpicked  early  oranges  were  lost;  damage  to 
Valencias  still  to  be  harvested  is  undetermined.    There  is  little  foliage 
damage. 

The  frost  has  slowed  Mexico's  citrus  exports  to  ^3*627  boxes  through 
Texas  ports  in  December,  compared  with       }k3l  boxes  in  November. 
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